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Teacher’s Note: Begin every class with a prayer. This is a good way to help the child memorize new prayers.
Repeat the same ones every day until they are known. Be sure to explain the meanings of the prayers.
Repetition in all areas of study is most important. In most cases, Fridays have been left open. You may do a
four day week or use Friday as a “catch-up” day. While art and music should be worked in during the week,
Friday is also a good day to concentrate on those subjects.

If you intend to use the sample tests provided, look them over before teaching the subjects and make sure you
teach the material in the tests. Your student may not need all of Week 8 for review. You can use this time to
“catch up” if necessary and then go over the subject matter. In first grade, it may not be possible for the child to
do all of the tests independently. You may give the tests orally if necessary, but by the end of the year, the child
should be able to complete them unaided.
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English Grammar
Grade 1

COURSE TITLE: English Grammar

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Do not begin English I until the second quarter or even the second semester. However, at every
opportunity, point out the fact that every sentence begins with a capital letter, proper nouns begin with
a capital, and every sentence ends with a punctuation mark. This is preparing him for the formal
English from the book. After doing the work in the book, have the student make corrections, and
explain that we all make mistakes; it is all right, but we need to learn from our mistakes.

0,
0.0

In Grade One the student will be introduced to the principal parts of English Grammar:

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
0 alphabet
o simple parts of speech
0 writing
0 grammar
O correct usage

o
°n

The program involves direct training by developing two skills: speaking and writing.

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED:
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English 1

Identify kinds of sentences
Identify complete sentences
Select nouns

Use nouns

Select pronouns

Use pronouns

Select action verbs

Use action verbs

Select words that describe
Capitalize special nouns

Use capitals to begin sentences
Punctuate sentences

Identify rhyming words
Alphabetize letters

Classify objects

Write simple sentences
Compose simple paragraphs

Copyright Kolbe Academy 2005 All Rights Reserved

2

Rev. 01/23/2008



AMDG

Kolbe Academy + COURSE PLAN English G(;?;ndn;a]r

Home School

COURSE PLAN METHODOLOGY: English | is the book used for this English Grammar course. Each weekly

assignment is summarized in the first line of the week’s daily course plan. The specific daily assignments are
outlined in the following lines indicated by the MON, TUES, WED, and THUR abbreviations.

Kolbe Academy has worked diligently to create the best possible course plans with the home schooling family in
mind. Remember, however, that our program is intended to be flexible. Per the principle of subsidiarity, these
course plans are a suggested course of study. As the teacher, you should adapt and modify these course plans
to meet the individual learning needs of your child. Do not feel obligated to follow these course plans exactly.

¢¢¢ FIRSTQUARTER ¢+ ¢

WEEK1-9

DO NOT BEGIN ENGLISH GRAMMAR UNTIL SECOND QUARTER.

Use this time for extra work in the memorization of phonograms.

¢¢¢ SECOND QUARTER ¢ ¢

WEEK 1

English |

If the child is reading, begin English | this week. Have the student look through the
Page 1 — 4 | book. Explain that all of the pictures are of angels. Review what was taught in
religion about the angels.

MON

Page 1. Have the student print his name in the space. Point out that the first letter of each name
begins with a capital letter. Explain that those are his initials. Give examples of the initials of
members of your family. Have the student print his initials in the spaces. Draw a picture in the
space provided.

TUES

Page 2. Review the alphabet. Identify and explain what vowels are and that every word must

" on “"_n

have a vowel. The letter “y” is used as a vowel when it has the long “e”, the short “i”, and the

long “i” sounds, such as in baby, gym, and try. Explain partner letters and have the student
complete the work on this page.

Page 3. Read the poem to the student for enjoyment. This is a good poem to memorize and
recite for family and friends. The author is Wanda Gag. Point out the rhyming words, and
explain that rhyming words have the same ending sounds.

THUR

Page 4. Antonym is a big word, but children love to learn big new words. If given simplified
terms and then asked to learn the correct words later, the student has to “unlearn” what has been
taught. Play a game with new words and make sure the student can tell you the meanings.
Repetition at this age is very important. Antonyms are word opposites. Go over the sets of
antonyms with the student. Ask if he can give you examples of other antonyms.

Notes

English 1
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	(((  FIRST QUARTER  (((
	WEEK 1 – 9 
	(((  SECOND QUARTER  (((

	WEEK 1
	 English I
	Page 1 – 4 
	MON

	WEEK 2
	English I
	Page 5 – 9

	MON
	TUES
	WED
	THUR
	WEEK 3
	English I
	Page 10 – 13
	WEEK 4


	English I
	Page 14 – 18

	MON
	WEEK 5

	English I
	Page 19 – 22
	MON 
	Page 19.  Reinforce, reinforce, reinforce.  Repetition is so very important at this age.  Expect the child to forget and be delighted when he remembers.  Go over the declarative and interrogative sentences. Assess the student’s understanding of the assignment before having him do the work.  Then have him do it independently. 
	TUES
	Page 20.  Introduce the imperative sentence.  An imperative sentence makes a command or tells someone or something to do something.  Spend some time giving examples of imperative sentences and have the student to do the same.  Help the student to memorize the pronunciation and definition of imperative sentences.  
	WED
	Page 21.  Review the three kinds of sentences learned, declarative, interrogative, and imperative.  Have the student give examples of each.  One sentence in each group is an imperative sentence.  The student is to underline only the imperative sentences; nothing is done with the others.  After the exercise is completed, go over the sentences with the student and have the student identify the kind of sentence each one is, including the sentences not marked.
	THUR
	Page 22.  Have the student explain what an imperative sentence is and then complete the assignment independently.  Be sure he begins each sentence with a capital letter and ends each with a period.  If he writes a declarative sentence, point out that it is not giving a command.  Again, it is not unusual for a child to be confused.  Remember that all of this work will be repeated in future years, and when it is, it will be more easily understood and retained.
	WEEK 6


	English I
	Page 23 – 27
	MON 
	Page 23.  Review the three kinds of sentences already taught: declarative, interrogative, and imperative.  Explain that there are only four kinds of sentences and he will learn the last kind today.  It is an exclamatory sentence.  Help the student to pronounce the word and memorize the definition.  An exclamatory sentence is a group of words that shows strong feeling, surprise, or excitement.  It begins with a capital letter and ends with an exclamation point.  Often a student will omit a verb when writing an exclamatory sentence, which makes it incomplete.  All sentences must have a verb.  For example, a student may write, “What a nice day!”  This is not a sentence because the verb has been omitted.  The sentence should read, “What a nice day this is!” (or was, etc.).  Also, exclamatory sentences frequently begin with a “question” word, such as what or how, but they do not require an answer as an interrogatory sentence does.  Spend some time giving examples of exclamatory sentences and have the student do the same.  If the student has a problem with the exclamation point, explain that it looks like an upside down “i”.
	TUES
	Page 24.  Review the four kinds of sentences.  Have the student provide examples of each before doing the exercise.  
	WED
	Page 25.  Again, review, review, review.  Whenever the child is reading or when you are reading any book to him, point out the kinds of sentences used and have him do the same.  This will reinforce learning and assist in retention.    
	THUR
	Page 26 – 27.  The student should memorize the months of the year in order and be reminded that the names of the months always begin with a capital letter.  Using a calendar is helpful for this.  
	WEEK 7


	English I
	Page 28 – 32
	MON
	Page 28.  Have the student name different objects, and people, in the room and identify the noun as a person, place, or thing.  Examples might be: window – thing; corner – place; Johnny – person.  Help the student memorize the definition of “noun”.   Explain that a noun is a name word; the name of anything you can see, hear, or feel is a noun.  
	TUES
	Page 29.  Explain that a proper noun is the name of a special person, place, or thing.  It is always capitalized, even in the middle of a sentence, which is one way of recognizing that it is a proper noun.  The reason why the student begins his name with a capital letter is that he is a special person – not just a boy or a girl – but a special boy or girl.  Again, reinforce this when a proper noun appears in reading.
	WED
	Page 30.  Review the definition of a proper noun.  Ask the student with what kind of a letter a proper noun begins.  
	THUR
	Page 31 – 32.  Explain the definition of a common noun.  It is a word that names any person, place, or thing.  Give examples of common nouns, i. e., man, town, rock.  Have the student give you examples.  It may be necessary for the student to use a ruler to do the exercise.  Review proper and common nouns.  Read part of the last story the student has read.  Have him identify the proper and common nouns in the story.  If he misses any of them, review the definitions again.  Continue to have the student recognize and identify nouns in any future reading.  
	WEEK 8
	REVIEW
	WEEK 9
	EXAMINATION
	  WEEK 1


	English I
	Page 33 – 36
	MON
	Page 33.  Introduce compound words.  They are two words put together.  No letters are left out.  Explain to the student that if he encounters a long word in his reading, he should look to see if it is two small words put together.  This will assist the student in using word attack skills for unknown words.  Give examples of compound words as shown in the book: oatmeal, raincoat, etc.    
	TUES
	Page 34.  Review the definition of a noun.  Explain that you can have one pencil or five pencils.  Singular means one, so if you have only one of anything, it is a singular noun.  Plural means more than one, so if you have two or more of anything, it is a plural noun.  Explain that we usually add an “s” to a noun to make it mean more than one or plural.  Singular and plural are probably new words for first graders, but with practice and frequent reminders, they will soon be a part of his vocabulary. Give examples and have the student provide examples before doing the assignment.
	WED
	Page 35.  Review yesterday’s lesson before assigning the work.  Have the student give you the meanings for singular and plural nouns.  Point these out in his reading, etc.  
	THUR
	Page 36.  Explain that we are now going to learn about verbs.  The verb is the most important word in a sentence; we cannot have a sentence without a verb.  Further explain that action is doing; everything we do is an action verb.  After going over the verbs in the introduction, have the student provide other action verbs.  Help in the memorization of the definition of a verb as shown in the book.
	WEEK 2


	English I
	Page 37 – 40
	MON
	Page 37.  Review the definition of verb from last week.  Read with the student the verbs listed at the top of the page.  Explain that these are all actions.  You can even have him demonstrate some of them.  Before assigning the work, explain that each verb will be used once.  Use this opportunity to teach the technique of circling or crossing out a word after it is used.  Have the student read the sentence aloud to be sure that it makes sense.  
	WEEK 3


	English I
	Page 41 – 44

	MON
	Page 41.  Review the terms singular and plural.  Explain that “come” is used with a plural noun and with the word you.  “Comes” is used with a singular noun.      
	WEEK 4

	English I
	Page 45 – 48

	MON
	Page 45.  “Eat” is used with a plural noun and with the pronoun “you”.  “Eats” is used with a singular noun.      
	WEEK 5

	English I
	Page 49 – 52
	MON
	 Page 49.  “See” is used with a plural noun and with the pronoun “you”.  “Sees” is used with a singular noun.  Go over the examples.     
	TUES
	Page 50.  “Saw” is past tense and never has a helping verb.  “Seen” is past participle and must always have a helping verb.    Have the student read the sentences orally.
	WED
	Page 51.  Being verbs are difficult to explain to first graders.  Remind the student that every sentence must have a verb.  Sometimes there is no action in the sentence.  This is when a being verb is used.  A being verb tells what “is”.  Sometimes there is more than one being verb in a sentence, such as “has been”, “have been”, or “had been”.  Later on the student will learn that these are linking verbs.  Memorize the definition of verb.  A verb is a word that expresses action or being.  
	THUR
	Page 52.  Review verbs of being from yesterday’s assignment.  Explain that “is” and “are” are being verbs.  “Is” is used with a singular noun.  “Are” is used with a plural noun and with the pronoun “you”.  Go over the examples.  
	WEEK 6


	English I
	Page 53 – 56
	MON
	Page 53.  Review being verbs.  “Was” and “were” are being verbs.  They are both in the past tense.  “Was” is used with a singular noun.  “Were” is used with a plural noun and with the pronoun you.  Go over the examples.  Have the child read the sentences orally.  
	TUES
	Page 54.  Introduce the word “homonym”.  Explain that it is another big word that first graders can remember.  Homonyms are words that sound alike, are spelled differently, and have different meanings.  The student has already encountered these words in his reading, and they should be pointed out whenever they appear.  Go over explanations of the homonyms on the page before assigning the work.  After completing the work, have the student write two sentences using each of the homonyms introduced on the page.  
	WED
	Page 55. Review the meaning of “homonym”.  Have the student tell you what a homonym is.  Help, if necessary, and then have him repeat it.  Go over the explanations of the homonyms on the page before assigning the work.  After completing the work, have the student write two sentences using each of the homonyms introduced on the page.  
	THUR
	Page 56.  This is a review of the work on the two previous pages.  Have the student complete the work independently.
	WEEK 7


	English I
	Page 57 –62
	MON 
	Page 57.  Introduce the word “pronoun” to the student.  Explain the root of the word, that is, “pro” means “for”; hence, a pronoun stands for or takes the place of a noun.  It is fun for the student if you read part of a story omitting all pronouns and substituting the original noun in its place.  It helps them see the necessity of using pronouns.  You could also use as an example something you do with the student using you names in place of “we”.  It is not unusual for a student to confuse proper noun and pronoun.  Clarify this as often as necessary.  Go over the explanation at the top of the page before assigning the work.   
	TUES
	Page 58.  The student is aware that daddy is a man and mommy is a woman.  When referring to a woman or girl, we say “she”; when referring to a man or boy, we say “he”.  Go over the examples.  Assign the work reminding the student to begin each word with a capital letter because it is the beginning of a sentence.
	WED
	Page 59 - 60.  Many children begin statements with “Me and…”  Explain that if we always put the other person first, it will be easier to remember to use “I” instead of “me”.  Only very young children will say, “Me want…”  A common error in grammar is the improper user of the pronoun at the end of the sentence when another person is included.  For example, “Come to church with Mary and me.”, not ”…with Mary and I”.  Explain that one would not say, “Come to church with I.”  Therefore, if in doubt about which is correct to use, “I” or “me”, mentally leave the other person out of the sentence.  Remind the student that “I” always is capitalized.  Explain the pronouns “we” and “they.”  They are both plural.  “We” is used when speaking about oneself and others; “they” is used when speaking of two or more other people.  Remind the student to begin all sentences with a capital letter.   
	THUR  
	Page 61 – 62.  Remind the student that a noun names a person, place, or thing.  “It” is a pronoun that takes the place of a thing.  When a noun is neither masculine nor feminine, we use “it” to replace the noun.   Have the student do the work independently.  Go over any mistakes and explain why the answer is wrong.  
	WEEK 8
	REVIEW
	WEEK 9
	EXAMINATION
	(((  FOURTH QUARTER  (((
	 WEEK 1




	English I
	Page 63 –66
	MON
	Page 63.  Carefully go over the information on the page with the student.  Point out paragraphs in books that he has read or that you have read to him.  Get a notebook and have the student write a simple paragraph every day, if possible.  The more one writes, the better on becomes at writing.  If the student gets accustomed to writing stories and paragraphs in first grade, it will be easier to have success in writing in later years.  Have him write about ordinary things; an outing, a visit from a friend or relative, a pet, etc.  Give him a simple outline:  What kind of a pet do you have?  What does it do?  What do you think about it?  Explain that every time one begins something new, it is challenging, but the more one does it, the easier it becomes.  
	TUES
	Page 64.  Review the definition of a noun.  Adjective is another big word that first graders can handle.  Memorize that an adjective is a word that describes a noun.  Some adjectives answer the question, “What kind?” about the noun.  Give examples of how adjectives are used and have the student give examples.  Explain that adjectives make sentences more interesting and colorful.  An adjective usually comes before the noun it describes.  Go over the examples before assigning the work.  Encourage the student to use adjectives in all of his written work.  Have him write a short paragraph in his composition notebook daily.  Some will resist this, but encourage the student to want to write and give praise for work well done.
	WED
	Page 65.  Review the work from yesterday, and have the student do the work independently.  Have him write original sentences using some of the adjectives on this page.
	THUR
	Page 66.  Review the work on adjectives.  Explain that some adjectives answer the question, “How many?” about the noun.  Every time one uses a number, it is an adjective.  Go over the examples.  Have the student give you examples.  
	WEEK 2


	English I
	Page 67 – 70
	MON
	Page 67.  Review the definitions of nouns and adjectives.  Review the sentences on pages 65-66 pointing out the adjectives and the nouns they describe before having the student complete this assignment.
	TUES
	Page 68.  Review the work on homonyms before introducing synonyms.  Homonyms are words that sound alike, but are spelled differently, and have different meanings.  Synonyms are words that mean the same thing.  Acknowledge that these are difficult words, and it is very grown up of the student to remember them.  Using synonyms makes our speaking and writing more interesting than if we repeat the same word over and over.  Go over synonyms on this page with the student, explaining them when necessary.  Tell the student that synonym begins with “s” and same begins with “s”.  Synonym means same.
	Page 69.  This is a lesson that should be repeated often.  It takes persistence on the part of the teacher to see that the form used in writing letters is done correctly.  Help the student to recognize the parts of a letter.  This material will be repeated and expanded in future years, and the introduction of it will help later.  Do not allow the child to become overwhelmed with this.
	THUR
	Page 70.  As in letter writing, this lesson should be repeated often.  The more the student writes, the easier it becomes and the better it gets.  If he has been writing in a special notebook, this will not be too much of a challenge.  Encourage, encourage, encourage…
	WEEK 3


	English I
	Page 71 – 74
	MON
	Page 71.  Follow the instructions given last week.  Have the student write every day.
	TUES
	Page 72.  Explain contractions to the student. Make sure the student understands all of the contractions used.  Have him practice writing contractions.  This material is also covered in MCP Phonics A so they are great reinforcement for each other.
	WED
	Page 73.  Make sure the student understands all of the contractions used.  Have him practice writing contractions.
	THUR
	Page 74.  Use the same instructions as in the other contractions on previous pages.
	WEEK 4


	English I
	Page 75 – 78
	MON
	Page 75.  Use the same instructions as in the other contractions on previous pages.
	TUES
	Page 76.  “Won’t” is the most difficult of contractions for students.  Make sure he understands.
	WED
	Page 77.  A double negative makes a statement positive.  Explain to the student that we can use only one “no” word in a sentence or the sentence will mean the opposite of what we want it to mean.  If you say, “John did not get no cake.”, it means John did get some cake.  Explain the information at the top of the page before assigning the written work.
	THUR
	Page 78.  Review the definition of verbs.  Explain root words, and that in order for the verbs to sound right in sentences, we sometimes have to add endings to them.  Give examples like the ones in the book.  Have the student give you examples.   Point out suffixes added to verbs in the student’s reading.   
	WEEK 5


	English I
	Page 79 – 82
	Page 82 is a review exercise.  If the student does not show mastery of the material, review and re-teach.
	MON
	Page 79.  Review last week’s work on adding endings to verbs.  Instruct the student to read the sentences aloud as he does the work to be sure the selection makes sense. 
	TUES
	Page 80.  Read the page to the student.  Use the page to reinforce your own policy on the phone in your house.
	WED
	Page 81.  Unfortunately, many books now show titles written completely in capital letters.  It is, therefore, not so easy to show the student examples of how titles should be written.  Have the student practice writing titles with books that are available.
	THUR
	Page 82.  Remind the student that antonyms are words that have opposite meanings.  
	WEEK 6


	English I
	Page 83 – 86
	Pages 83 – 86 are review exercises.  If the student does not show mastery of the material, review and re-teach.
	MON
	Page 83.  Review rhyming words.  Have the student complete the work independently. 
	TUES
	Page 84.  Review the sentences and have the student do the work independently.
	WED
	Page 85.  Review nouns and have the student do the work independently. 
	THUR
	Page 86.  Review action verbs and have the student do the work independently.
	WEEK 7


	English I
	Page 87 – 91
	Pages 87 – 91 are review exercises.  If the student does not show mastery of the material, review and re-teach.
	Page 87
	Have the student do the work independently. 
	Review homonyms and have the student do the work independently.
	Review pronouns and have the student do the work independently.  
	Review adjectives and have the student do the work independently. 
	Review synonyms and have the student do the work independently.
	WEEK 8
	REVIEW – Redo any exercise necessary to instill in the student an understanding of the material. 
	WEEK 9
	EXAMINATION





